The nominations are all
in, the judging panel has
convened - now see who
has triumphed in the
2009 School Sport
Awards.

For the first time in the five
vears of the awards, we
have introduced

categories for both state
and independent sports
schools of the vear.

And the first winner of the
Starte sports Schood of the
Year, sponsored by Mark
Harrod Lid, is Coopers
Comprany & Coborn School

In the eyes of the judges, the
Lipminster sports college in
Essex demonstrated “a high-
lewvel of achievement at naticnal
fewel in a range of spors, both
for boys and girds, and
therefore fully deserved the
award.”

Among Coopers” achievements
were winning three national
titles in the British Schools
Biathlon Championships ar
Bath University in the Ul8 bovs
and U18 and UlG girls age
LrOUR CATSEOTIES.

Their girls also reached the
semi finals of the AEGON
Lritish Schools Aberdare Girls
Tennis Cup, a compeition
usually dominated by
independent schools, while the
hoys team reached the last
sinteen.

In athlencs, the Coopers’ boys
1713 team finished high up in
the ESAA Narional Track & Ficld
Cuypr while the school also
claimed many titles ar districe,
county and regional level,

The first winner of the
Independent Sports School of
the Year, sponsared by Ram
Sports, is Whitgift School,
Sfroan Crovdon in Surrep.

cricker square at their school
and had never even won their
lowcal district competition
hefore.

In 2 particularly competitive
category, the judges opinion
was thar Whitgift have
“comsistently overachieved at
the: highest possible level
withouwt losing any depree of
sportsmanship or integrity.”

Bt that dicdn’t
stop them
winning 24
matches our of 24
on their way o
through the
clistrict, area,
COLLOLY,
regional

vear for the school,
Whirgift were crownedl
naticnal boys U6

hockey

champicns,

hath arcl
incoors national
and firnals

They were
nominared by

Rob Carter, from
Hertford Cricket
Club, whao said: “They
were a magnificent
side o coach. [ am so
proud of them all for
their efforts.

auidoors.
Thewr 1113
cricker ream
swept all hefore
them o be
crowned national
David English
Bunbury Cup
champons

while their 1113
rughy union
ream

rrivmphed in

the prestigious
Fosshvn Park
Mational Schools
Sevens

“Tiy win 24 matches
without losing one is
incredible, You anly
have o win 11 o win

the FA Cup from

arassroots. [ eannot
think of more worthy
winners,”

- Winner of the Girls
Sports Team of the
Year, sponsored

by Davies Sports,
weks Maltran's
Crreen School
LT pymnastic
recm, from
Crerrard § Cross
in
Buckinghamshire.

Primary School
Sports Team of the
Year, sponsores By
Rishop Sports &
Letsure, are Bengeo
Primary School in
Hertfordshire who
trivmphed in the
2000 Neationed Kuik
coricker Tournament
af Headinglep

The girls - Charloore Williams,
Amy Walton, Michaela Cool,
Molly Hawker and Sophiz Lunt
— have been unbearen in
artistic schools gymnastics

Their victory was all o ;
: competitions for three years

the more
rernarkable as the f 2
LAy I"I.'!".-".t' (RI§]

And this year they notched up

ner less than four

naonal U1 tides including the
Carita House Team
Championship, the Floor and
Wault team championship, the
GISGA team title and the IAPS
team ticle.

Teacher Helen Williams, who
nominated the team, saed:
“Malvman's Green does not
select for gymnastic talent bu
develops the girls who join the
school

“These five girls are deeply
committed o their gymnasics
and regularly give up their
lunchumes and evenings,
sometimes weekends and days
during their holicays, wo rrain ar
school. It is this commitment
thar 15 in large part responsible
for their success.”

It takes a o of @alenn and effort
to win the presngious English
Schools Cross Country Cup two
VTS Q02 row

Whern it includes the same set
of runners and you break
record that basr't been
surpassed since the
competition s inception, then
Sowtbend High School for
Boys are deserved winners of
the Boys Sports Team of the
Year, sponsared by Huck Nets.

As defending champions,
Southend were under pressure
at the championships at
Shepshed Schoolin
Lecestershire — bul they
literally ran away with the
intermediate e with just 31
points from four scoring i
runners, the lowest since the
competition started in 19584,

Stephen Thamas, head of PE,
who nominated the team, said:
“The commitment of the
runners aitending 7.50am
pracrices twice 4 week for two
vears was truly remarkable in g
sport that takes dedicarion,
temperament, diligence and







